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Abstract 
This study investigated the availability and utilization of material resources by lecturers for 
effective teaching of business education in colleges of education in Enugu state three objectives 
guided the study. Three research questions were posed and answered for the study. 1 null 
hypothesis was formulated and tested for the study. A questionnaire instrument validated by 3 
validates was used for data collection. Twenty copies of the instrument were administered to test 
for reliability and Cronbach Alpha value of 0.84 was obtained for the instrument indicating that 
the instrument is reliable. The population of the study was 215 comprising 199 business education 
students and 16 business education lecturers. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive 
statistical tools (frequency table, percentage, and mean scores) to answer the research questions 
while t-Test statistic was used to test the null hypothesis at .05 level of significance. The study 
revealed that out of the 19 material resources stipulated by NCCE (2009) for effective teaching of 
business education in colleges of education, 7 was available and 4 usually utilized by the lecturers 
in the colleges of education. The study revealed also that 12 of the stipulated material resources 
were not available and at the same time, 8 challenges were identified as usually faced by the 
lecturers in using the available material resources. Based on the findings of the study, it was 
recommended among others that the federal government, state and other stake holders involved 
should provide adequate funding necessary for equipping and updating the business education 
workshops, libraries, studios, etc   
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Introduction 

Gone are the days when emphasis was on mere acquisition of certificates; now, the 
emphasis has drifted to acquisition of skills, knowledge and attitude. Business education is one of 
the promising occupational areas in Nigeria as an aspect vocational and technical education which 
involves in acquisition of skills, knowledge and attitude. Business education according to Aliyu in 
Ubulom & Ogwunte (2017) is the education for the acquisition and development of skills and 
competencies, attitudes and attributes which are necessary for efficiency of the economic system. 
Ajisafe et. al. in Edokpolor and Owenvbiugie (2017) opined that Business education is a 
programme of instruction that offers a variety of skills in marketing, Office Technology and 
Management (OTM) and accounting. Business education prepares students to possess skills such 
as essential computational skills, analytical skills, writing and reading skills, technology skills, 
and good personal finance and money management skills among others. Again, students gain 
Understanding of what it actually means to be globally competitive. Edokpolor and Egbri in 
Edokpolor and Owenvbiugie (2017) expressed that the definite goal of business education is to:  

1. Prepare students for specific career in office occupations;  
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2. Expose students with knowledge about business, including a good blend of computer 
technology, which incorporates Information and Communication Technology (ICT).  

3. Equip students with the necessary skills for job creation and entrepreneurship 
It is quite obvious that the above highlighted goals will/may not be achieved without the provision 
and utilization of the required human and material resources. 
 Resources in business education are those basic necessities for the accomplishment of the 
objectives of the programme. The material resources according to Oghurbu in Ubulom & 
Ogwunte (2017) are all instructional facilities and equipment looked-for in the laboratories and 
workshops. Oghurbu (2009) highlighted the material resources to include among others; the 
entrepreneurial research centres, Information Technology (IT) services and real objects such as 
pictures, models, audio recorders, video recording machines, films, different types of projectors, 
tape recorder, television and the computer. For Aliyu (2006), the necessary material resources 
expected for use for effective business education delivery are business studies laboratory and 
typewriters (electric, manual and electronic), computers, word processors, calculators and 
duplicating machines. Other equipment that could be incorporated according to him are stapling 
machines, photocopiers, stop watches, fax machines, internet and a shorthand laboratory. 
Provision of ample and appropriate learning experiences, which creates meaningful or effective 
learning outcome, requires the provision of the material resources. Business education programme 
is greatly dependant on the material resources to teach the required subject (Frankie-Dolor, 2002). 
However, the availability of the material resources necessary for effective teaching of business 
education seems to have been on the down side.  
 In the view of Ibrahim in Asogwa, Onu and Egbo (2013), availability refers to the 
condition of being obtainable or handy at a particular point in time. In the context of this study, 
the material resources can be said to be available when they are up-to-date, in good condition and 
within the reach of the lecturers for maximum utilization. When the available material resources 
are not efficiently utilized, teaching business education in the colleges of education would 
relatively become ineffective. 
 Utilization is the conversion of a set of input into goods or services (Subba, 2009).  
Utilization in the context of this study refers to the extent at which the lecturers exploit the 
available material resources in teaching business education in colleges of education.  The success 
of business education programme in colleges of education to a great extent lies on the 
effectiveness of its teaching through maximum utilization of material resources. Nevertheless, 
most vocational and technical education programmes such as business education, practically in all 
the higher institutions have been drawing backward and the question “are there no available 
material resources necessary for its teaching or they are not been utilized effectively?” still 
prevail. 
 Presently, almost in all institutions including colleges of education concerned in the 
teaching of business education, there is a severe dearth of laboratories, studios, libraries and 
entrepreneurship research centres. This is why Aworanti (2015a) expressed that the basic 
infrastructural facilities have dropped down both in quantity and quality. Sometimes, when the 
material resources are available, they would either be obsolete or in a bad condition which 
eventually makes it unusable by the lecturers.  
 However, now and then, when these material resources are available, in good condition 
and modern, most lecturers still do not make efficient use of it. Dolor (2001) reported that most 
business educators have modest or no knowledge of modern office machine in terms of 
resourceful usage. No wonder Ilusanya (2005) observed that the condition of vocational education 
in Nigeria generally is becoming awkward. The implication of the above mentioned ugly situation 
together with the observed dearth of material resources is that unskilled and unqualified graduates 
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would be produced. In developing countries such as Nigeria where unemployment has virtually 
gotten to an unbearable height, investing in business education would be a wise step toward 
achieving an economic growth. 
 
Statement of the Problem 
In the light of the dynamic nature of our society and the height of technological advancement, 
ensuring the availability and utilization of up-to-date material resources in education programmes 
involving skill, knowledge and attitude acquisition such as business education becomes 
imperative. Utilization of Material resources to a large extent makes learning meaningful and a 
necessity for maximum realization of educational goals. However, despite the advantages hinged 
on utilization of material resources in the educational system, it seems Nigeria is still handling the 
provision of the necessary material resources in the institutions with flippancy. Azih (2008) 
reported that students offering business education in institutions find it difficult to acquire the 
needed skills and competencies and of course students in colleges of education in Enugu state are 
no exception. This has led to the prevailing question “are there no material resources for its 
effective teaching in the institutions or they are not utilized efficiently?” by parents and other 
stakeholders. It is not negotiable that when there is unavailability of modern material resources to 
the extent of lecturers not having the knowledge of the use of the modern material resources, its 
outcome would eventually be production of poor and unskilled graduates which can not compete 
in the global world, unemployment will increase and students would be discouraged to take up 
business education. This thus, would have a direct negative effect in the country’s economic 
growth. To evade these ugly consequences in colleges of education in Enugu state, it therefore 
becomes significant to determine the availability, utilization and challenges faced by lecturers in 
using the material resources for effective teaching of business education which is the thrust of this 
study. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study was to determine the availability and utilization of material resources 
for effective teaching of business education in colleges of education in Enugu state. Specifically, 
the study sought to: 
1. determine the availability of material resources necessary for effective teaching of business 

education in colleges of education in Enugu state; 
2. determine the utilization of  the available material resources  by the lecturers for effective 

teaching of business education in colleges of education in Enugu state; and 
3. determine the challenges faced by lecturers in utilizing the available material resources for 

effective teaching of business education  in colleges of education. 
 
Research Question 
1. What are the available material resources necessary for effective teaching business education 

in colleges of education in Enugu state? 
2. To what extent are the available material resources utilized by the lecturers for effective 

teaching of business education in colleges of education in Enugu state? 
3. What are the challenges faced by lecturers in utilizing the available material resources for 

effective teaching of business education in colleges of education? 
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Hypothesis 
Ho1 the mean responses of the students and the lecturers on the extent at which the available 
material resources are utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching of business education in 
colleges of education in Enugu state does not differ significantly 
 
Methodology 
Design of the Study 
The study adopted descriptive survey research design. This design, according to Nworgu in 
Asogwa, Onu and Egbo (2013) is a design in which group of people or items is studied by 
collecting and analyzing data from a sample considered to be the representative of the entire 
population.   
 
Area of the study 
The study was carried out in Enugu state consisting of federal college of education and Enugu 
state college of education.  
 
Population of the study 
The population of the study was 427comprising 371 business education students and 56 business 
education lecturers in all the colleges of education in Enugu state concerned with business 
education. 
Sample and sampling technique  
A total sample of 215 respondents made up of 199 students and 16 lecturers were randomly 
selected using stratified random sampling techniques.  
 
Instrument for data collection 
A questionnaire instrument titled: Availability and Utilization of Material Resources by Business 
Education Lecturers (AUMReBEL) was used for data collection. The questionnaire had two 
sections A and B. The section A was used to obtain personal data of the respondent. The section B 
was divided into parts 1, 2 and 3 according to the research questions. The part 1 contained 19 
material resources items carved out from ‘National Commission for Colleges of Education 
(NCCE): Minimum standards for Nigeria certificate in Education (4th Edition)’ arranged in a 
check-list format and the respondents were asked to tick accurately whether the listed items were 
available or not available. The part 2 was structured on 5-point Likert scale of 5=Very High 
Extent (VHE), 4=High Extent (HI), 3=Average (A), 2=Low Extent (LE) and 1=Undecided (U) 
and the respondents were asked to rate each item based on the extent it’s been utilized by the 
lecturers. Part 3 contained 10 items of the challenges faced by lecturers in the utilization of the 
material resources on a 5-point Likert of 5=Strongly Agree (SA), 4=Agree (A), 3=Disagree (D), 
2=Strongly Disagree ((SD) and 1=Undecided (U). The instrument was validated by three 
validates. Twenty copies of AUMReBEL were administered to respondents to test for reliability 
using Crombach Alpha and a reliability value of .84 was obtained. Thus, confirmed that the 
instrument is reliable.  
 
Method of data collection 
215 copies of the questionnaire were administered but 209 were retrieved after a week follow up 
representing 97% retrieval rate.  
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Method of data analysis 
The data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools (frequency table, percentage, 
and mean scores). In shaping the degree of disagreement or agreement in each of the questionnaire 
item, numerical values were assigned to the scale used. The figure 50% and mean score of 2.50 
were used to establish cut-off points for judgment. The decision rule was that a percentage of 50% 
or above was considered available while a percentage below 50% was considered not available. A 
mean score of 2.50 or above was considered utilized while a mean below 2.50 was considered not 
utilized for research question 2. For research question 3, mean score of 2.50 or above was 
considered accepted while a mean below 2.50 was considered not accepted. t-Test statistic was 
used to test the hypotheses at .05 level of significance. 
 
Research Findings 
The results of the study were obtained from the data collected and analyzed according to how the 
research questions and hypotheses were stated as shown below: 
 
Research question 1 
What are the available material resources necessary for effective teaching business education in 
colleges of education in Enugu state? 
 
Table 1: Frequency and percentage ratings of the responses of students and lecturers on the 
availability of material resources necessary for effective teaching of business education 

S/N Material Resources    
 

Available (A) 
 

Not available(NA) 
Percentage 

Decision 
A NA 

1 Lecturer’s demonstration stand 128 167 43.4 56.6 NA 
2 Departmental Library 100 195 33.9 66.1 NA 
3 shorthand dictionaries 190 105 64.4 35.6 A 
4 Shorthand laboratory 21 274 7.1 92.9 NA 
5 Stapling machine 102 193 34.6 65.4 NA 
6 Stapling remover 110 185 37.3 62.7 NA 
7 Manual Typewriter 8 287 2.7 97.3 NA 
8 Computers 164 109 55.6 44.4 A 
9 Tape Recorders/consoles 10 219 25.8 74.2 NA 
10 Information Technology room 98 197 33.2 66.8 NA 
11 Swivel typing chairs 239 56 81.0 19 A 
12 Stop Watch 172 123 58.3 41.7 A 
13 Adding and listing machine 226 57 80.7 19.3 A 
14 fax machines 147 148 49.8 50.2 NA 
15 Internet system 40 255 13.6 86.4 NA 
16 Internet Instructor’s Table 107 188 36.3 63.7 NA 
17 Punching machine 161 134 54.6 45.4 A 
18 entrepreneurial research centres 105 190 35.6 64.4 NA 
19 photocopiers 165 130 55.9 44.1 A 

*Note: NA=Not Available, A=Available 
 
Table 1 above shows that of all the 19 items on material resources stipulated in the NCCE 
Minimum standards for Nigeria Certificate in Education (4th Edition), as necessary for effective 
teaching of business education by lecturers, only 7 items were considered available in colleges of 
education which include; shorthand dictionaries, computers, Punching machine, stop watch, 
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Swivel typing chairs, adding and listing machine and photocopiers. The reason being that the 
‘availability percentage’ of the material resources was higher than the ‘not availability percentage’ 
and was above the cut-off point which is 50% or above. 
 
Research Question 2  
To what extent are the available material resources utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching 
of business education in colleges of education in Enugu state? 
 
Table 2: Standard deviation and mean ratings of the responses of students and lecturers on the 
extent to which the available material resources are been utilized by the lecturers  

S/N Items 
 

X SD Remarks 

1 Shorthand dictionaries 3.74 .46 U 

2 Computers 2.29 .84 NU 

3 Swivel typing chairs 2.45 .59 NU 

4 Stop Watch 2.41 .81 NU 

5 Adding and listing machine  3.59 .49 U 

6 Punching machine 2.65 .52 U 

7 photocopiers 3.45 .61 U 

*Note: SD=Standard Deviation, U=Utilized, NU=Not Utilized  
Table 2 above revealed that out of the 7 available material resources, only 4 are utilized by the 
lecturers. 
 
Research Question 3 
What are the challenges faced by lecturers in utilizing the available material resources for 
effective teaching of business education in colleges of education? 
 
Table 3: Mean ratings and standard deviation of the responses of lecturers on their challenges in 
utilizing the available material resources in teaching business education 
S/N Statement X SD Remarks 
1 The materials are obsolete and unusable  3.73 .66 Accepted 
2 Students causes lots of damages to the materials during practice 4.24 .65 Accepted 
3 There is Shortage of power supply to power the materials 3.48 .47 Accepted 
4 The materials are not sufficient compared to the number of students 

in the class 
3.03 .72 Accepted 

5 Using the materials bore students during lesson 2.45 .57 Not Accepted 
6 The materials malfunction during lessons  3.50 .76 Accepted 
7 Students usually steal some of the materials each time its been 

utilized 
3.90 .51 Accepted 

8 Lecturers are not allowed to access the materials 2.16 .80 Not Accepted 
9 Some of the materials are modern which I have poor knowledge of 

using 
3.49 .31 Accepted 

10 The time allotted for the lesson usually do not permit for the 
materials usage 

3.18 .36 Accepted 

*Note: SD=Standard Deviation 
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Table 3 above shows that out of the 10 item statements on challenges faced by lecturers in 
utilizing the available material resources, the lecturers accepted 9 with means ranging from 3.03 to 
4.24 as the challenges they face. This is because the mean scores of the 9 items ranged from 2.50 
which is the cut-off point and above. Also, the table revealed that two of the items had its mean 
(2.45 and 2.16 respectively) below the cut-off point which showed that the item statements were 
not accepted by the lecturers.  
 
Hypothesis 1 
The mean responses of the students and the lecturers on the extent at which the available material 
resources are utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching of business education in colleges of 
education in Enugu state does not differ significantly 
 
Table 4: t-Test analysis of mean differences of lecturers and students response on the extent at 
which the available material resources are been utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching of 
business education 

S/N Items 
 

X1 
 

X2 SD1 SD2 
t-

value Sig Remarks 

1 Shorthand dictionaries 4.02 3.72 .48 .44 1.443 .162 NS 

2 Computers 3.55 1.03 1.04 .64 2.676 .007 S 

3 Swivel typing chairs 2.35 2.55 .65 .53 2.457 0.14 NS 

4 Stop Watch 2.01 2.81 .71 .91 2.373 0.18 NS 

5 Adding and listing machine  3.10 4.08 .41 .57 1.123 .204 NS 

6 Punching machine 2.62 2.68 .32 .72 .958 .365 NS 

7 photocopiers 3.15 3.85 .71 .51 1.643 .099 NS 

 
*Note: X1=Students Mean Score, X2=Lecturers’ Mean Score, SD1=Students Standard Deviation, 
SD2=Lecturers Standard Deviation, NS= Not Significant, S=Significant, degree of freedom (df) 
=207 
 
Table 4 above revealed that there is no significant difference in the mean responses of lecturers 
and students on item number 1,3,4,5,6,7 on the extent at which the available material resources are 
been utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching of business education but significant on item 
number 2 with p<0.05 level of significance where the df=207.  The null hypothesis which says 
“The mean responses of the students and the lecturers on the extent at which the available material 
resources are been utilized by the lecturers for effective teaching of business education in colleges 
of education in Enugu state does not differ significantly” was therefore rejected for item number 2 
but retained in others. 
 
Discussion of Findings 
The results of this study revealed that out of the 19 material resources stipulated by NCCE (2009) 
for effective teaching of business education in colleges of education, 7 was available and 4 usually 
utilized by the lecturers in the colleges of education. The study revealed also that 12 of the 
stipulated material resources were not available and at the same time, 8 challenges were identified 
as usually faced by the lecturers in using the available material resources. 
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 The finding of this study is in agreement with the work done by Asogwa et. al., (2013) in a 
study on the availability and utilization of instructional materials for effective teaching of fish 
production to students in senior secondary schools in Benue state where it was found out that out 
of all the instructional materials recommended by the NERDC (2009) for teaching fish production 
to students, 8 of them are available, 5 are accessible, and 8 are often utilized by teachers in senior 
secondary schools. the findings of this study is also in line with the work done by Daudu (2012) in 
a study on assessment of availability and use of information resources and services in the Institute 
of Education Library, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, who found out that Materials resources are 
not very current except for newspapers; human resources of the library are quite adequate and 
Equipment such as photocopying machine though essential is not available in the library. These 
earlier findings confirm credibility of the findings of this study.  
 
Conclusion and Recommendation  
The poor image of vocational and technical education in Nigeria which business education is part 
of it has gotten so many literatures to its effect. The fact remains that the way out lies in the 
improvement of its quality in all institutions; colleges of education inclusive.  It’s quite 
understandable that this improvement will tarry if the necessary materials for its effective teaching 
are not provided. Based on the assessment done by this study, only 7 items were found available 
out of many others which are obviously very poor. It was therefore recommended that:  

1. The federal government, state and other stakeholders involved should provide adequate 
funding necessary for equipping and updating the business education workshops, libraries, 
studios, etc   

2. In-service training should be organized for lecturers who are yet to meet up with the recent 
technological advancement to enable them make efficient use of the modern available 
material resources. 
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